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The United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean recently 

reported that 2006 was once again a good year for the regional economy, estimating that the region’s 
Gross Domestic Product grew by 5.3%, which represents a per capita increase of 3.8%.  It was the 
fourth consecutive year of growth, and the third with an increase in excess of 4%, after having grown 
at an average annual rate of 2.2% between 1980 and 2002.  And although 2007 is expected to bring a 
slight deceleration, with an increase of some 4.7% in the region’s GDP, the 2003-2007 period will 
close with accumulated growth of close to 15%. 

 
At the same time, 2006 was a good year in political terms, and was the year with the highest 

number of presidential elections in the region’s entire history.  Between December 2005 and 
December 2006 thirteen presidential elections were held, and they were all characterized by electoral 
normalcy.  During the same year, twelve legislative elections, two referendums, and an election for a 
constituent assembly also took place. 

 
We can thus state that today, the Americas are prospering in democracy and, on account of 

that, we are entitled to feel optimism and pride.  That is a right we have won with great effort and no 
small amount of sacrifices.  But along with that right, we also have the obligation to remain prudent, 
since this is not the first time we have experienced a period of economic growth and political stability 
similar to the present one, and experience shows that, as has happened in the past, such moments can 
unfortunately turn in the other direction. 

 
That prudence must lead us to foresee situations that, in the future, could challenge or even 

attack the democracy we have attained in the region and thereby weaken or even destroy the 
foundations for potential growth and economic prosperity that we have also secured.  Among those 
challenges to democracy, in a regrettable position of prominence, stands the threat to security. 

 
Our region, as we must acknowledge, is one of the most severely affected in that regard.  It is 

home to vast sectors that are enormously vulnerable and whose insecurity arises from their incapacity 
to confront natural disasters, climate change, growing levels of crime, street gangs in the cities, 
organized crossborder crime, pandemics, and terrorism.  All of that creates a new security situation 
for the Hemisphere: the problems and challenges we now face are multidimensional in nature.  They 
involve a series of threats, old and new alike, that know no borders and which we must confront and 
overcome in order to attain the human security that will allow the full human development. 

 
The Organization of American States understands that a collective and coordinated effort is 

necessary if we are to make determined progress in overcoming those threats.  Because of that it has 
worked to create preventive initiatives and instruments for the Hemisphere as a whole, paying 
particular attention to the most vulnerable countries.  Especially notable among those efforts is the 
Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), the seventh regular session of which we are 
today inaugurating with great satisfaction. 

  
CICTE is an OAS agency through which the member states can promote and develop 

hemispheric cooperation for preventing, combating, and eradicating terrorism within a framework of 
respect for international law and state sovereignty.  It owes its existence to the deep-rooted conviction 
shared by all the Organization’s members, without exception, that terrorism, in all its forms and 
manifestations, and irrespective of its origin or motivation, has no justification whatsoever, affects the 
full enjoyment and exercise of human rights, and represents a grave threat to peace, to the democratic 
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values enshrined in the Charter of the OAS and the Inter-American Democratic Charter, and, 
unquestionably, to the stability and prosperity of the region’s countries.  

 
To attain its objectives, CICTE established, in 2002, a Secretariat which has ever since 

demonstrated a ceaseless selflessness and dedication to this cause that I would today like to highlight 
and to thank.  The Secretariat is responsible for executing the Work Plan adopted by the member 
states, it provides technical assistance and training, and it facilitates exchanges of best practices in 
areas such as security at ports and airports, border controls, identification and travel documents, 
terrorism funding, cyber security, and bringing national laws into line with global anti-terrorism 
instruments. 

 
To date CICTE has enjoyed the support of the member states’ technical security sectors, and I 

would like to thank them for that.  Its network of National Points of Contact brings together, 
according to states’ internal regulations, officials from foreign ministries, interior ministries, justice 
departments, home offices, and ministries of national defense.  If, as we all hope, this regular session 
is successful in adopting the final draft on the protection of critical infrastructure drawn up by the 
member states, these national contacts within CICTE will expand to include those ministries 
responsible for sectors at risk from terrorist acts, such as departments of health, transportation, and 
economic affairs. 

 
Security is not, however, the responsibility of governments alone.  We must cultivate 

and increase awareness, among all the region’s citizens, of the fact that security is a problem 
facing us all and that we must all make a responsible contribution to it.  For that reason, we must 
work to increase, in both CICTE’s activities and the preventive measures adopted, the participation of 
other players.  The task of confronting terrorism must be shared by the government, the private sector, 
and civil society as a whole.  This is because although terrorism finds its victims in all sectors of 
society and, most particularly, among its most vulnerable groups, those same sectors, acting in 
concert and with vigilance, can become a major obstacle to the expansion of the scourge of terrorism.  
In that regard I applaud the attitude of the nine Caribbean nations that are to host the 2007 Cricket 
World Cup, together with Brazil as the host of the 15th Pan American Games, which are developing 
crisis management plans intended to inform the population how to respond, where to go, and what to 
do if an emergency arises. 

 
This seventh regular session is a part of the way ahead opened up by the United Nations 

Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, adopted on September 8 last year, which invites us to intensify all 
activities aimed at improving the security and protection of particularly vulnerable targets, such as 
critical infrastructure installations and public places.  It issues a call that must guide our decisions 
because we are aware that critical infrastructure – understood as meaning all installations that, if 
disabled or destroyed, would have a negative impact on the population, public health, security, 
economic activities, the environment, or democratic governance – is a target that is especially 
vulnerable to any act of terrorism or vandalism. 

  
Our tools for embracing and adopting the recommendations of the United Nations are the 

inclusion of society as a whole in combating terrorism and the promotion of cooperation among our 
states.  In particular we must foster regional and subregional cooperation to address terrorist threats to 
critical infrastructure that could affect the production of raw materials, international trade, and supply 
chains.  Similarly, our states must undertake, within the framework of their domestic laws and their 
international commitments, to take every step necessary to prevent, mitigate, and dissuade potential 
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terrorist threats to critical infrastructure, through the development and implementation of domestic 
measures and the strengthening of regional and international cooperation. 

 
For this last objective, of course, securing the maximum involvement of the nations of our 

hemisphere in this effort, together with their closest cooperation, is of the greatest importance.  For 
that reason, at this solemn inaugural moment, I call on all the members of the Organization of 
American States that have not yet done so to ratify or adhere to, as applicable, the inter-
American and universal anti-terrorism instruments that exist, and to enforce their provisions. 

 
Gathered here together to improve and expand our instruments and capacity for combating 

terrorism, this is a good time to recall the words of Kofi Annan, former Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who said: “I firmly believe that the terrorist threat must be eliminated, but states must 
ensure that their counterterrorism measures do not violate human rights.” Indeed, in addressing 
terrorism, we must keep respect for human rights present at all times; failure to do so would put us at 
risk of committing the same wickedness that we seek to eradicate. 

 
For that reason this is also a good opportunity to inform the world that the governments 

and peoples of the Americas will continue to combat terrorism without quarter or respite, and 
that we shall do so while upholding the principle of legal security and our citizens’ right to 
assemble and protest freely.  And that we shall do so without bringing in matters of religion, 
nationality, civilization, or any ethnic group, and that we believe dialogue, tolerance, and 
understanding between civilizations, cultures, peoples, and religions are legitimate and effective 
weapons in the anti-terrorist arsenal. 

 
It is a fact that on account of its relatively recent origins, international terrorism is not 

provided for in the Geneva Conventions, and something of a legal vacuum exists for dealing with 
issues relating to it.  That situation, however, must not serve as an excuse for acting as if there were 
no moral guidelines or constraints.  Be they in our Hemisphere or beyond, we cannot accept 
actions that violate those moral guidelines and, if the absence of formal legislation is the pretext, 
then we must work for the creation of international rules by which all governments must abide, 
thereby preventing violations of human rights and, most particularly, any failure to punish 
them. 

 
In concluding this address I would like once again to thank the CICTE Secretariat for its 

sterling work, noting in particular the fact that it is made up of personnel who joined it as 
contributions from the member states.  A special acknowledgement is thus due to the governments of 
Brazil, Colombia, Trinidad and Tobago, the United States, and Uruguay for their valuable 
contribution to CICTE and to the OAS by providing the professionals who perform these important 
tasks.  This is also an opportunity to issue a special call to the other member states to strengthen the 
CICTE Secretariat, so it can continue and build on its already successful performance. 

 
Finally, I must also thank the Government of Panama for its contribution to the organization 

of this magnificent event. 
 
Thank you very much. 
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